lated on the basis of scientific statistics how many Slavs,
Jews, and what they called Negroid Italians ought to be
exterminated in order to attain their 'sacred purpose' as
quickly as possible. I emphasize that I am only talking of
exceptions, that is of the few leading personalities, not
of the great, corrupt, sadistic majority of Nazi leaders.
Since the Nazi doctrine had become a true religion with
these few fools, we may call the race-killing fanaticism of
these madmen a sort of religious insanity. Those people
issued their murder decrees not out of human vileness, but
out of mania, founded upon a 'world-saving' dogma. In
their relationships to their friends, families, and in general
to individuals they were not evil, paradoxical as it may
sound. I knew them well.'

"Roughly these words are what M. remembered from
the analytical study of the hangman's innocent blue eyes.
M. said that the statement interested him as a writer, in
other words as a professional soul-searcher, and that he,
along with a few of the other guests, was not inclined to
disagree with this analysis of the hangman, as the judg-
ment of a personal acquaintance.

"I violently disapproved because M. did not instantly
attack the whole train of thought on the spot. Unfor-
tunately, I was not present, but I am convinced that this
product of the German's brain was obviously nothing but
an effort to show off his knowledge of mankind before a
group that respected him. No one in his right senses can
maintain that even such demonstrably sincere religious
fanatics as the popes and canonized grand inquisitors who
tortured and burned heretics were not evil as 'private indi-
viduals' or 'human beings.'"n adored and exalted race. They calcu-
